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Introduction 
 
Beyond the Basics aims to develop advanced Chinese language skills, and puts the emphasis on 
spoken language competency. This textbook is designed for students who have studied Chinese 
for at least two years in a regular college program, and the material within these pages reflects our 
belief that foreign language teachers should not blindly follow any particular approach or method. 
Instead, we need to be aware of the advantages and disadvantages of the various methods 
employed by all contributing disciplines. In addition, we should also consider the unique needs 
of different types of students, the learning task at hand, and the whole environment in which 
learning occurs. 
 The foreign language profession has been influenced by many fields, such as linguistics, 
psychology, sociology, and computer science, to name a few. As new theories emerge in these 
disciplines, we find that various methodologies wax and wane in popularity: the Grammar-
translation Method, the Direct Method, the Audiolingual Approach, the Silent Way, the 
Communicative Teaching Method, Suggestopedia, the Natural Approach, the Proficiency 
Movement, and Computer-Assisted Language Learning. Unfortunately, foreign language 
teaching is often a slave to fashion in following these other disciplines. What is needed is for 
educators in the foreign language teaching profession to create their own autonomous discipline 
that uses research findings from related disciplines instead of being used by them. In the design 
of this textbook we have attempted to incorporate the relevant research findings on the 
effectiveness of teaching and learning of Chinese as a foreign language. Following are some of the 
specific guiding principles of this textbook. 
 
Encourage Constant Meaningful Communication 
The materials and activities in Beyond the Basics are designed to help students actively engage in 
constant, meaningful communication within various contexts. We believe that classroom 
activities should effectively facilitate language learning, and the teacher should provide optimal 
input, which should be comprehensible, interesting, relevant, and ample. But exposure to input 
alone is inadequate—it is essential to provide opportunities for students to become actively 
involved in the learning process. As we have observed, repetitive activities often lead to weariness 
and therefore lose their effectiveness with adult foreign language learners. Consequently, it is 
important for teachers to design various learning activities that engage students in active, 
meaningful communication, instead of just teaching the discrete skills of the language. In this 
second edition, we have added more engaging exercises and learning activities to help students 
practice the new content in various communicative contexts. 
 
Meet Individual Needs 
Students come from different backgrounds, differ in cognitive styles, and have different needs. In 
this textbook, we try to meet individual needs by providing a wide variety of discussion questions 
and learning activities, and large pool of supplementary vocabulary, but we do not expect every 
student to remember each and every new word we provide. Students can choose to practice using 
different supplementary words according to their interests. We also provide a variety of 
communicative activities and teaching procedures suitable for different students’ learning styles. 
For instance, we have revised the discussion questions and incorporated more vocabulary and 
writing activities in the exercise sections.  



 
 

SAMPLE  

Introduction · xii 

 
Contextualize Linguistic Patterns 
In each lesson, linguistic patterns are contextualized and explained in terms of function as well as 
structure. One of the major enhancements in this second edition is the addition of more 
contextualized and meaningful illustrative sentences for the various sentence patterns and word 
usages. We try to ensure that new patterns and new words and expressions are practiced in 
meaningful discourse contexts. Different meaningful contexts are essential, for they provide 
scenarios in which students can develop both spontaneous responses and a better understanding 
of the new patterns. Additionally, these rich contexts will alleviate the tedium of rote 
memorization on the part of the learner.  
 
Sustain Students’ Motivation to Communicate 
In designing this book, we assume that instructional materials should be relevant, meaningful, 
and challenging, but not overwhelming, so that we can keep students motivated to communicate 
with one another. One useful technique we have adopted is to create information gaps and 
opinion gaps on the part of learners. These information gaps are created by providing 
communicative tasks, such as getting information from other people or problem-solving. The 
information gaps are created through controversial texts and discussion topics that our field-
testing shows are of interest to advanced learners. We aim to develop the students’ language 
competencies across the three communicative modes articulated in the Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning in the 21st Century1, and development of communicative competence is the 
central goal of this book. 
 Our principle guideline is to help students develop their communicative competence by 
encouraging them to communicate meaningfully. Learning activities are designed for students to 
develop communicative skills in socio-cultural contexts by comparing the linguistic and cultural 
aspects of the Chinese language and their native language. We also encourage students to apply 
their newly acquired Chinese language to other topics of interest.  
 
Let the Classroom be Student-centered 
Instructional materials should encourage student-centered teaching. We do not encourage 
teachers to spend too much class time explaining the texts sentence by sentence. This 
methodology should be avoided, especially in classrooms of advanced learners. For each lesson, 
we provide examples of the grammatical patterns and new words and phrases, as well as detailed 
instructions for in-class activities. Students should study each lesson carefully before class and be 
prepared for class discussion. Teachers should engage students in different kinds of 
communicative tasks that require the use of the new vocabulary, grammatical patterns, discourse 
devices, cultural information, etc. The teacher should be enforcing accuracy, and fine-tuning, 
facilitating, and providing optimal learning conditions that motivate and sustain the students’ 
desire to communicate.  
 Teachers should also encourage students to extend their skills beyond these textbook 
materials. For instance, teachers may design and implement various tasks to ask their students to 
improve their communicative skills through interviewing people outside of the school setting or 
working on group projects. There are also rich materials in the virtual community. For instance, 

                                                
1 American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. For more information, see 
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3392. 
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when students learn to discuss socio-cultural issues, there are many relevant YouTube materials 
(such as homemade video clips, and clips from TV broadcasts) that can be used to enrich what 
already exists in the texts.  
 
The Structure of Beyond the Basics 
Lessons 1–14 consist of a model dialogue, a set of discussion questions, a list of new words, notes 
on grammar and useful expressions, and an extensive list of supplementary vocabulary that 
students will find useful in their required communicative performance. Lesson 15 is a review 
lesson to help students practice extemporaneous speech. Based on student and teacher feedback, 
we have adjusted each lesson’s level of difficulty to be more consistent, and to make the content 
more suitable for our target learners. For instance, compared to the first edition, the first five 
lessons of the second edition are more challenging and consist of more learning activities. In the 
last few lessons, we have reduced the number of difficult words. Throughout the book we have 
glossed unfamiliar words in the exercise and sentence pattern sections, in order to facilitate the 
process of teaching and learning. 
 In addition to the model dialogue, the discussion questions, the glossary of words, and 
notes on grammar explanation, we have designed a variety of exercises and activities to reinforce 
what students have learned from the lesson. We strongly believe in the principle of learning by 
doing. Both simplified and traditional characters are included throughout this textbook, and a 
Vocabulary Index and Suggested Teaching Methodology Index are provided at the end of the 
book. The Methodology Index contains references and notes for teachers, lesson by lesson. Each 
lesson in the Methodology Index opens with a list of specific communicative objectives, which 
makes it clear that the objectives are focused on communication tasks rather than the language 
itself. However, this does not mean that we ignore linguistic accuracy. The teaching of words and 
grammar is viewed as an important means (not an end) for achieving the goal of communication. 
After the stated objectives, we suggest teaching aids, relevant materials, and procedures for 
teaching and learning that deal with different kinds of meaningful activities and discussion topics, 
which the teacher may use to engage students in communication.  
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1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
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1.   tóngnián n.  childhood 
2.   w ngshì n.  past happenings 
3.   jīnsè n.  gold color 
4.   rénshēng n.  life 
5.   huángjīn shíqī n.p. golden age 
6.   értóng n.  youth, children 
7.   wúyōuwúl  adj.p. worry-free 
8.   qíshí adv. as a matter of fact, actually 
9.   huíyì v./n. recall; recollection 
10.   wéirénch shì f.e.  one’s conduct in society 
11.   cāi v.  guess, suspect 
12.   jiātíng bèij ng n.  family background 
13.   jīngyà adj.  surprised, amazed 
14.   quèdìng v.   determine, make sure 
15.   zìxìn adj.  self-confident 
16.   dúshūrén n.  scholar, intellectual, learned person 
17.   chuánt ng n./adj. tradition; traditional 
18.   dàodé n.  morality, ethics 
19.   zhùzhòng v.  lay stress on 
20.   g lì v./n. encourage; encouragement 
21.   h ohāo adv. earnestly  
22.   chéngshí adj.  honest 
23.   zérèng n n.p. sense of responsibility 
24.   yóuyú prep. owing to, as a result of 
25.   y rénwéishàn v.p.  be kind to people 
26.  y shūwéiy u v.p.  learned (lit. be friends with books) 
27.   dàchīyījīng v.p.  be greatly surprised  
28.   zìcóng prep. ever since 
29.   huíxi ng v.  recall, reminisce 
30.   chéngzh ng n.  growth, development 
31.   díquè adv. indeed, really 
32.   ji rú conj. if, supposing 
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33.   jīnglì n./v. experience; go through 
34.   shíjì n./adj. reality; practical 
35.   shíguāng n.  times 
36.   fù adj.  rich, wealthy 
37.   jiěshì v./n. explain; explanation 
38.   wàibi o n.  outward appearance 
 
 

  only (if) . . . then . . . 
 
1. A: 
   
  Can anyone check out films from the library? 
 B: 
   
  No, only teachers can check out films from the library. 
 
2. A: 
   
  In your opinion, how can one stay healthy? 
 B: 
   
  One can keep healthy only if he/she exercises often. 
 
3. A: 
   
  The pollution problem is getting more and more serious. I don’t know how we can  
  solve it. 
 B: 
   
  Only if all of us work together can we solve the problem of environmental pollution. 
 

 + verb phrase (The verb phrase can be negated, but not ): seem as if . . .; 
  appear that . . .  
  In English, the negative is typically placed on "seem" or "think," even though it is 
  grammatically correct to place the negative in the following verb phrase. 
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1. A: 
   
  Who is the person that we just saw? 
 B: 
   
  It seems as though I have seen her somewhere before, but I just cannot recall at this  
  moment. 
 
2. A: 
  ? 
  You look unhappy. What happened? 
 B: 
   
  Yes, I am not very happy today because I did not do well on the test. 
 
3. A: 
  ? 
  Why are you angry at him? 
 B: 
  ,  
  It seems as if everything he says is right, but everything I say is wrong.  
 

  due to; as a result of 
 
1. A: 
   
  You have been here for quite a few years. You must have bought your own house,  
  right? 
 B: 
   
  No, due to the very expensive price of houses, we could only rent an apartment all this  
  time. 
 
2. A: 
   
  Have your parents influenced you a lot? 
 B: 
   
  Yes, because of my mother’s influence, I am very interested in art. 
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3. A: 
   
  Everyone has come. How come Mr. Zhang is not here yet? 
 B: 
   
  Due to his flight delay, he cannot come to the meeting on time.  
 

  to influence; influence 
 
1. A:  
   
  Due to the influence of a few bad classmates, he often drank alcohol and smoked  
  cigarettes during his secondary school years. 
 B: (shāngxīn)   
  (shāngxīn)  
  That is terrible. His parents must be greatly hurt. 
 
2. A: 
   
  In addition to formal schooling, I think home education is also very important. 
 B: 
   
  I agree entirely. Parents always have great influence on their children’s development. 
 

 3.  (yìyányìxíng)  
  (yìyányìxíng)  
  Parents’ every word and deed can influence their children. 
 

  supposing. . .; if . . . 
   This phrase introduces a presupposition clause in a two-clause sentence. 
 
1. A: 
  ! 
  What a nice world this would be if there were no evil people. 
 B: 
   
  You are too naive. That is simply impossible!  
2. A: 
   
  Your friend is so nice to you. He often helps you. 
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 B: 
  ,  
  I agree. If he had not helped me, I certainly would not have been able to finish my  
  homework today. 
 
3.   
  , ? 
  Supposing he does not come, what will you do? 
 
 

      
  
1.     huópō  adj. lively  
2.   nàixīn adj./n patient; patience 
3.   dàd n adj. bold, daring, not timid 
4.   jījí adj. positive, active, dynamic 
5.   lèguān adj. optimistic 
6.   bēiguān adj. pessimistic 
7.   hàixiū adj. shy 
8.   y ngg n  adj. brave 
9.   qínfèn  adj. hardworking, diligent 
10.   z xì adj. meticulous, careful 
11.   xùnliàn  v./n. to train; training 
12.   jīfā v. to stimulate  
13.   zhùyì v.  to pay attention  
14.   ji nglì v. to encourage with a bonus/prize 
15.   tànt o  v.  to explore, to discuss 
16.   bi oy n   v./n. to perform; performance 
17.   shànyú v.  to be good at  
18.     zhòngshì  v.  to emphasize 
19.   jīběngōng  n.  basic skill, foundation  
20.   xíguàn n./v.  habit; to be used to  
21.   xìngqù n.  interest  
22.   zhìhuì   n.  wisdom 
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1.        

 A. B. C. D.

2. (zháohu , catch fire)         (bàoj ng, report 

to police)  

 A. B. C. D.

3.         

 A.   B. C. D.

4.           

 A. B. C. D.

5.        

 A. B. C. D.

6.        

 A. B. C. D.

7.        (juébù, absolutely not)

 A. B. C. D.

8.      

 A. B. C. D.

9. (gāngqínjiā, pianist)          

(chūsè, outstanding)

 A. B. C. D.

10.       

 A. B. C. D.
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1.         

 A.    B.    C.    D.  

2. (zháohu , catch fire)         (bàoj ng; report to  

 police)  

 A.   B.   C.   D.  

3.          

 A.    B.   C.   D.  

4.            

 A.    B.    C.    D.  

5.         

 A.   B.   C.   D.  

6.         

 A.    B.    C.    D.  

7.        (juébù, absolutely not)  

 A.    B.    C.    D.  

8.      

  

 A.    B.    C.    D.  

9. (gāngqínjiā, pianist)           

 (chūsè, outstanding)  

 A.    B.    C.    D.  

10.        

 A.    B.   C.    D.  
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1.           
 A. B.
 C. D. 
2 (nèixiàng, introvert)           
 A. B. 
 C. D. 
3.      

  
 A.    B.   C.    D.  
4.                
 A.  B.  
 C.  D.  
5.          
 A.   B.  
 C.   D.  
6.         
 A.  B.  
 C.  D.  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5. ,   

6.                   

 

                         
              (p iy ng, cultivate)

             (dúlì sīk o, independent thinking)  
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1.            
 A.      B.    
 C.      D.  
2. (nèixiàng, introvert)            
 A.     B.  
 C.     D.  
3.        
 A.    B.    C.   D.  
4.                
 A.   B.  
 C.   D.  
5.           
 A.   B.  
 C.   D.  
6.          
 A.   B.  
 C.   D.  
 
 

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

 
 

           
 

                         
              (péiy ng, cultivate)              

(dúlì sīk o, independent thinking)  
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(j lì, use examples)  
(50–100 ) Be prepared to talk about this in class. 
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(j lì, use examples)  
(50–100 ) Be prepared to talk about this in class. 
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(mànhuà, cartoons)

(tūrán, suddenly) (fā píqì, lose temper) (shuāi; break)

1 2  

3 4  

5 6  

(jùhuì; gathering)

(bàofā, explosion)
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(mànhuà, cartoons)  

(tūrán, suddenly) (fā píqì, lose temper) (shuāi, break)

6  
              
               
         

1 2  

3 4  

5 6  

 

(jùhuì, gathering)  

 

(bàofā; explosion)  
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(y nshēng, supplementary)

 

 

1.                           

2.                                                   

3. (ch ojià, quarrel)

             

4.  

5. 

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  
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( nshēng, supplementary)  
 

 
 

 

1.                           

2.                                                    

3. (ch ojià, quarrel)              

4.            

5.                                

6.                      

7.            

8.                      

9.            

10.           




